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to fish in troubled waters. Accordingly, when Salisbury
renewed his suggestion directly to the Kaiser a month later
at Cowes, where William was attending the English yacht-
ing races, the Kaiser gave a cool reply; he said he believed
it was best to attempt to sustain Turkey, and to force proper
reforms for the protection of the Sultan's Christian sub-
jects. Thereupon Lord Salisbury let the matter drop.44
By 1898 the political situation made still more evident
to the British Cabinet the advisability of abandoning the
isolation policy. In Central Africa friction with France
over the Niger boundary was acute; France also was ex-
tending her power eastward toward the Upper Nile; and
Major Marchand, leading an exploring expedition toward
the Sudan, had not yet been checked by Kitchener at
Fashoda. In South Africa English friction with the Boers
had been steadily increasing, and was to break out some
months later in the most humiliating and costly war which
England had ever fought. The Kruger Telegram had
shown the lively interest which the Kaiser and his subjects
took in the Boers, and the desirability therefore of putting
an end to any possible support, either secret or open, which
Germany might be inclined to give to the South African
Republics, Finally, in the Far East, Germany had just
secured the lease of a naval base at Kiauchau; Russia was
getting an economic grasp on Manchuria through the ex-
tension of the Trans-Siberian Railway; and by the lease of
Port Arthur she would have a foothold which would menace
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